Newcomb Planning Board
Meeting – September 4, 2008
Minutes
Members Present: Bob Lilly, Chairman; Wes Miga; Joanne Bush; Rose Bush; Ann LaRose; Rick Sage
Also present: Mike Hill Esq., attorney for the Town of Newcomb; Mike Tracy, Liaison Town of Newcomb; Mike Moses, Code Enforcement Officer; Jen Fifield, clerk; Ray Curran and Mike Carr, The Nature Conservancy; Randy Rist

The meeting was called to order at 7:02PM, with a quorum present.

Rose Bush made a motion to approve the July 3, 2008 minutes, seconded by Ann LaRose. All in Favor, Carried.

CEO’s report:
A. TNC
Mike Carr stated that TNC has been working with local towns on property dispersement.
Applications have been submitted to the APA as Class A regional subdivisions, and there are two subdivisions that need town Planning Board approval. One is the Opalescent property (application # 2008-210) and the other is Essex Chain Lakes (2008-211). Part will become Forest Preserve, and the rest will sold by TNC for forest development. The forest development part will contain the leased camps and snowmobile trails. Land Vest is currently marketing the properties that will be sold.
Opalescent:
The board reviewed the provided maps of the property. The Northern section and river corridor, Lots A & D, will become part of the Forest Preserve, The eastern sections, Lots B & C, will remain forest management. There will be no new land use or development as a part of the subdivision. This will be a 4 lot subdivision.
Essex Chain:
Lot 1 will be working forest, Lot 2 to go to the state. The dividing line used is an existing wood road. This will be a two lot subdivision. 
They are both Class A, and are exempt from SEQR.
Chairman Lilly asked if anyone had questions.
Chairman Lilly asked if Mike Hill had any concerns.
Mike Hill replied that the APA process is going on in regard to these applications, and there is now a parallel process occurring with the town. The APA is looking for input. The total number of lots for these subdivisions are low, and there is no new land uses being proposed, but the overall size is significant. The board will need to look at the subtleties and determine if it should be a major or minor subdivision. 
Chairman Lilly stated that the TNC has been issuing press releases, which is increasing the visibility of the process. This is probably a few of the largest subdivision in the history of NYS. With the size of the properties and the press releases, he forsees a potential for significant media attention. He stated that he did not want to put any obstacles in the path for TNC, but wants to make sure the correct procedures are followed and all the t’s are crossed and i’s dotted. There has been issues in the past with previous subdivisions and we don’t want to be looking at another subdivision that will create issues in the future. From what has been proposed tonight, it seems to be fine.
Mike Carr stated the proposals are as you see it. The TNC wants to play it as straight as possible through a regulatory standpoint.
Chairman Lilly thanked Mike Carr and Ray Curran for coming and said the board will examine the applications and get back to them as quickly as possible. 
Chairman Lilly asked CEO Moses to keep the complete applications for anyone who wished to review them. He asked the board to consider in the best interests of the town with regards to the large size and potential visibility that it needs to be examined closely, but at the same time quickly.
Mike Hill stated according to town law, they are minor subdivision by number of lots, but the lots also are to have frontage on a public road. The definition was read for the board.
Paul Hai replied Essex Chain lots both front on the Goodnow Rd.
CEO Moses stated the Opalescent parcel is technically a 5 lot subdivision, with the single lot remaining the other 4 lots were carved from, and there are no public roads.
There was discussion on benefits of the purchases of lands for the town.
Wes Miga asked if contingencies could be attached.
Mike Hill stated that the board could require modifications to the proposed subdivisions in regards to the nature of the lot boundaries, it is not the same as a residential subdivision, but can still urge TNC to provide improvements in the nature of serving the publics interest. Legally speaking, he is unsure, but the town cannot be faulted for executing some leverage on a less formal basis with TNC.
There was discussion on connecting snowmobile trails to other trails and towns.
Chairman Lilly asked if there was anything else regarding the subdivisions. He said the board has completed the review and awaits the subdivision applications to the board.

Other:
Comprehensive Plan:
The three potential consultants will be coming for interviews on 9/10. Fraser at 2:00, Chazen at 3:30, Laberge at 5:00.
There was discussion on who should be asked to attend the interviews.

Wes Miga made a motion to adjourn at 8:50 p.m., Ann LaRose, seconded the motion, all in favor, carried.

                                                                                                Respectfully submitted,                                              

Jennifer Fifield

