Newcomb Planning Board

Meeting – October 27, 2008
Minutes

Members Present: Bob Lilly, Chairman; Wes Miga; Joanne Bush; Rose Bush; Ann LaRose; Rick Sage, Paul Hai
Also present: Mike Hill Esq., attorney for the Town of Newcomb; Mike Tracy, Liaison Town of Newcomb; Mike Moses, Code Enforcement Officer; Jen Fifield, clerk; Mike Carr and Dirk Bryant, The Nature Conservancy
The meeting was called to order at 7:00PM, with a quorum present.

Wes Miga made a motion to approve the September 4, 2008 minutes, seconded by Joanne Bush. All in Favor, Carried.

CEO’s report:
A. TNC Subdivisions
CEO Moses stated that the site walks of the Opalescent and Polaris Clubs were completed. Camp violations were reviewed, potential sites scouted for moving camps and The Nature Conservancy has submitted two applications for minor subdivisions: a 4-lot subdivision for the Opalescent Site, and a 2-lot for the Essex Chain Lakes site.
Chairman Lilly stated that after reviewing the proposed subdivision of the Opalescent site it looks to be a 5-lot major subdivision, the four proposed parcels divided from the remaining parcel, making it a total of five. After discussion and review of the maps, it was clarified to be only 4 lots, with no remaining parcel of TNC property.

Chairman Lilly stated that we have two minor subdivision requests from TNC, a two-lot and a four lot. The applications have not been reviewed as they were received this evening and we are unsure if the applications are complete. Currently Wes, Mike Moses and Bob have reviewed the APA applications. He doesn’t forsee any problems, and would like the board to be able to review the applications and return quickly with a determination. 
Mike Carr stated that if the board had any questions to give them a call, and they appreciated the chance to attend.

Chairman Lilly asked if there were any more questions for Mike Carr or Dirk Bryant while they were present. He also asked Mike Carr to explain the Sunset Clause for the Hunting Clubs.

Mike Carr replied that the hunting leases were renewed on an annual basis, which has been changed. Clubs that are on lands that will be sold as working forests have been renewed for three years. Lands that will become part of the forest preserve, these camps will have to move within a 10 year term. It is a 10 year step down in terms of exclusivity. For three years (until 2011) nothing changes. 

Years three to five: they will have exclusive rights for early trout fishing, and big game rifle. The rest of the seasons will be open to the public, but not the camps.

Years five through ten: they will have one acre around their camps, and can still have access by truck or ATV, the public will not be allowed this type of access, but can hunt and fish. 
He also added that new lease areas are being opened for relocation of the camps, which some are taking advantage of, and some are staying to ride it out.

Chairman Lilly thanked TNC for coming and stated that CEO Moses will hold the original applications. 

B. O’Sullivan addition
They would like to build a 24’x30’ addition to the existing camp on 173 Woody’s Rd. They received a 35’ shoreline variance from the ZBA this evening, the building currently sits at 42’ from the shoreline, it will sit at 40’ when completed. 
Paul Hai moved to approve the proposed addition, Ann LaRose seconded the motion. 

There was discussion on why the addition could not be moved back to the 42’ location, topography of the land will not permit it without extensive excavation (large rocks). All in favor, carried.

C. Community Bank
Community Bank will be taking over Citizens Bank the week of November 7, and will be installing a new sign.
D.  William Werner
He purchased land in Winebrook and has relocated his hunting camp from the East River Club. He will be lowering it, and will bring it up to code and add an addition with water and septic. 
Rick Sage asked what the foundation was going to be- piers.

E. Verizon
Supervisor Canon announced at the Town Board meeting that he has received a tentative contract from Verizon to put a tower on top of the water tower. It will be treated the same way as the ESF radio towers, the fees will be waived and the process moved along.
There was discussion on having a public hearing for the TNC subdivisions.

Mike Hill stated that it was optional, and the board needed to consider planning to hold a public hearing or not.

Chairman Lilly replied that he would like some board feedback, the size of the properties is significant even though they will be minor subdivisions.

Wes Miga said he believed the board should hold a public hearing because of the size and operate with the idea of inclusion of opinion and not just push the applications through.

Mike Hill stated that there was a 62 day window in which the hearing and decision was to be made, which technically would not begin until the November 6 meeting due to the time the applications were submitted.

Paul Hai asked about holding the hearing prior to the next Planning Board meeting.

It was decided the Public Hearing for the TNC subdivision applications would be held at 6:30pm on November 6, 2008.

Other:
Comprehensive Plan:

A proposal was received from Chazen. Please review and get back to Bob Lilly with any ideas. 
A steering committee was proposed, letters will be sent out to prospective members.
After discussion, a meeting will be held with Chazen at the next Planning Board meeting at 7:30. 
Paul Hai made a motion to adjourn at 8:30 p.m., Wes Miga, seconded the motion, all in favor, carried.








Respectfully submitted,
Jennifer Fifield
