Newcomb Planning Board

Meeting – January 13, 2009
Minutes

Members Present: Chairman Robert Lilly, Wes Miga, Joanne Bush, Rose Bush; Paul Hai; Rick Sage
Others present: Mike Moses, Code Enforcement Officer; Mike Tracy, liaison Town of Newcomb; Jennifer Fifield, clerk; Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee members Charlotte Demers; Mike Tisi, Skip Hults, Kevin Bolan; Dave Curtis and Clarence Moser, residents
The meeting was called to order at 7:04PM, with a quorum present.

Chairman Lilly stated that due to the weather, Stuart Messinger was unable to attend. He reviewed the background of the Comprehensive plan background, purpose and process for the Steering Committee members in attendance. He asked if there were any questions.

Kevin Bolan asked for an outline of the process and a list of the members of the proposed Steering Committee.

Charlotte Demers will create digital copies of the current comprehensive plan.

There was a discussion on stakeholders and committee members.

A Steering Committee meeting was set for 7pm January 20, 2009.

Wes Miga made a motion to approve the November 6, 2008 minutes, seconded by Joanne Bush with the addition of Paul Hai in attendance at the Planning Board meeting. All in Favor, Carried.

Birchpoint:
CEO Moses stated that the Assessors office had received at letter from Essex County Real Property asking that they approve a request from Bubby Stubing to create a separate lot. This would create a lot out of the existing road right of way. Their map had no zoning stamp and asked that Lowell Stringer approve it. He did not feel that he could approve it and passed it along to the Planning Board. CEO Moses spoke with the Real Property office and they suggested not approving this lot as all of the deeds are separate and have separate taxes, and could possibly go up for tax sale and anyone could purchase the lot.
Paul Hai asked if anyone knew what Mr. Stubing’s goal was, unknown.

Rick Sage asked what would happen if this was denied. It would remain part of the lands he still holds on to.

Dave Curtis stated that this right of way was created for NYSEG, and signed off on by all property owners. He also stated his concerns over continuous subdivisions when the initial 22 lot subdivision was denied, and without updating the road. 

There was discussion on the condition of the current road, upgrades needed and further subdivisions.

Chairman Lilly recommended that the board doesn’t approve the creation of this lot, that it remains as a part of the property owned. If Mr. Stubing wants to subdivide further, he will have to get further subdivision approval.

There was discussion on recourse for the homeowners, and making the road a condition of further Planning Board approvals. 
Chairman Lilly stated that the board has a request for subdivision of a lot, in the best interest of the Planning Board, the Town and adjacent property owners to deny this request. He asked if the board had any other discussion.

Chairman Lilly made a motion to deny the request to create a separate lot and to note the position of the Planning Board that any future subdivision would have to be done with complete compliance of existing zoning ordinances. Rose Bush seconded the motion, all in favor, carried.

A letter will be sent to Mr. Stubing denying the creation of the lot and stating further development will be subject to existing zoning ordinances.
Wes Miga asked that past communications with Bubby could be referenced as well.

Cell Tower:

CEO Moses spoke with Nixon and Peabody, the firm handling the project for Verizon, they are in the process of dealing with the APA, will come back to the ZBA for a height variance. The contract is being reviewed by the town’s attorney, and will be reviewed by the Town Board.

Other:
Assoc of Towns
Association of Towns meeting in NYC coming up, make your reservations if you are planning on attending.

Chairman Lilly thanked those that came for the Comprehensive Plan committee, looking forward to moving forward with the project.

Wes Miga made a motion to adjourn at 8:06 p.m., Rose Bush, seconded the motion, all in favor, carried.








Respectfully submitted,
Jennifer Fifield
